
Our Mission
“The mission of Johnson C. Smith University is to provide an outstanding education for a  
diverse group of talented and highly motivated students from various ethnic, socioeconomic 
 and geographic backgrounds.

Johnson C. Smith University offers a liberal arts education in conjunction with concentrated 
study in specialized fields in preparation for advanced study and specific careers. The University 
endeavors to produce graduates who are able to communicate effectively, think critically, learn 
independently as well as collaboratively, and demonstrate competence in their chosen fields…”

Brand Promise
Johnson C. Smith University is an independent, close-knit, urban university with a growing  
national reputation for integrating the liberal arts with business, the sciences and technology  
in innovative, socially conscious ways to empower tomorrow’s diverse entrepreneurial citizens 
and leaders.

JCSU Brand Attributes
1. Agents of Change (change agents)
2. Culture of Community
3. Intellectual Rigor
4. Global Education
5. Socially Conscious

Brand Vision
• Our students don’t just break the mold, they smash it.
• JCSU does not settle. We do not dream small. We cannot accept simply what is.
• There are molds for universities, students and graduates. But we can only realize change  

if we refuse to fill them.
• We smash the mold so that we can mold the world.
• We see challenges and solve them. We see what needs to change and we come through. 

We see a need for leaders and we fill those roles.
• We demand thought, growth and change in every community we touch – including our own.
• Because there is no mold good enough for our heritage, our people and our future.



A New Urban University
Our originating purpose has deep roots in the characteristics of a new urban university*: a quality,   

personal education based on liberal arts and a variety of religious experiences; a multi-cultural,
multi-generational, and multi-racial faculty, staff and student body; a risk-oriented entrepreneurial,  

independent institution that is located in a challenging urban neighborhood; a teaching mission with an 
emphasis on faculty research and service to highly talented and motivated students; academic  

programs that are a mix of undergraduate and graduate programs; viable, sustainable, community,  
professional and corporate partnerships; and delivery of programs in new venues and formats.  

The Biddle/Johnson C. Smith University story is a progressive story about how this institution has  
advanced in the terms of these characteristics while contributing to Charlotte’s currency as a dynamic 

contemporary city. We were founded to be visionary, and we continue to take transformative  
steps toward our place as Charlotte’s Premier Independent Urban University.  

We are not redefining ourselves, we are living our “purposed driven institutional life.”
 

*Democracy’s Last Stand: The Role of the New Urban University-Jake B. Schrum



“We want our graduates to be risk-oriented change agents who  
understand an inescapable fact about pursuing a vision of  

excellence: it comes with both conflict and insecurity.  
However, it is through such conflict and insecurity,  

according to Sobunfu Some, one of the foremost voices  
in African spirituality, ‘that we gain knowledge of ourselves  

and learn new situations for using our own gifts.’ This is  
‘’creative insecurity” at its best and the mantra  

that Smithites speak with pride.”                                     
                                         -Dr. Ronald L. Carter




